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Cluster 12 is defined by its attractive tree-lined streets, stable neighborhoods, and proximity to open space. Th e
Cluster is bounded by Rock Creek Park (east), Broad Branch and Broad Branch Road (north), Reno Road (west)
and Melvin Hazen Park (south).
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P h y s i cal Characteristics and Assets

From a historical perspective, the neigh-
borhoods of Cluster 12 developed as the
city began expanding along principal
routes such as Connecticut Avenue. In
1900, this area was sandwiched between
two growing communities: Chevy Chase
and Cleveland Park. It would take another
50 years for the area to reach its current
level of development. The large apartment
buildings along Connecticut Av e n u e
between Albemarle and Ellicott Streets
were built during that time. UDC and the
Van Ness Metro station both opened their
doors for the first time in the 1970s.

The major land use in Cluster 12 is re s i-
dential. Of the residential land use, 77 per-
cent is low to moderate density and 9 per-
cent is high density, which is the highest
p e rcentage of high-density residential land
use of the six Clusters in Wa rd 3. Housing
variety ranges from single-family detached
homes to large apartment buildings. The
main commercial area for the Cluster ru n s
along Connecticut Avenue from Van Ness
to Albemarle Streets. The commercial are a ,
which is centered on the Van Ness Metro
station, includes a gro c e ry store plus
n u m e rous small shops and restaurants.

Key assets and
f e a t u res of Cluster 12
include the following:

• Neighborhoods that
offer sound housing
stock and a strong re a l
estate market.

• D i rect access to Rock
C reek Park, which offers a wide variety of
re c reational opport u n i t i e s .

• Easy access to downtown DC and Mont-
g o m e ry County, Maryland, using Con-
necticut Avenue and the Van Ness Metro
s t a t i o n .

• One of the re g i o n ’s best public elementary
schools in terms of test scores: Murc h
S c h o o l .

• The Van Ness commercial area along
Connecticut Avenue, which offers a vari-
ety of neighborh o o d - s e rving businesses.

• P roximity and accessibility to UDC, as
well as to other universities and institu-
tions, such as Howard University Law
School and the Levine School of Music.

• The Hillwood Museum, which is the for-
mer residence of Marjorie Merr i w e a t h e r
Post and features a large collection of
F rench and Russian decorative art s .

Recent Neighborhood Activity

• New residential units completed or under
c o n s t ruction, including the park on Con-
necticut Avenue and 3883 Connecticut
Av e n u e .

• Completion of new embassies on Intern a-
tional Drive.

• Space expansion by independent schools
in the area.
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